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Minnesota led the nation in census self-response 75.1%
U.S. self-response rate  67.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau



2020 Self-Response Rates
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Minnesota grew by 7.6% between 2010 and 2020 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census

Minnesota’s April 1, 
2020 Population

5,706,494



Percent Change, 
Total Population, 2010-2020

Rank County  Numeric change Percentage Change
1 Carver 15,880                      17.4%
2 Scott 21,000                      16.2%
3 Wright 16,637                      13.3%
4 Olmsted 18,599                      12.9%
5 Washington 29,432                      12.4%

82 Renville (1,007)                       -6.4%
83 Lake of the Woods (282)                          -7.0%
84 Lac qui Parle (540)                          -7.4%
85 Kittson (345)                          -7.6%
86 Yellow Medicine (910)                          -8.7%
87 Koochiching (1,249)                       -9.4%

Largest Gains (Percentage)

Largest Losses (Percentage)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2020 Censuses



Numeric Change, 
Total Population, 2010-2020

Largest Gains (Numeric)

Largest Losses (Numeric)

Rank County  Numeric change Percentage Change
1 Hennepin 129,140                    11.2%
2 Ramsey 43,712                      8.6%
3 Dakota 41,330                      10.4%
4 Anoka 33,043                      10.0%
5 Washington 29,432                      12.4%

83 Pine (874)                          -2.9%
84 Yellow Medicine (910)                          -8.7%
85 Renville (1,007)                       -6.4%
86 Koochiching (1,249)                       -9.4%
87 Winona (1,790)                       -3.5%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2020 Censuses



• 51 counties gained population.
• 36 counties lost population.
• The 7-county Twin Cities metro 

added 313,537 people, 78% of 
the state’s growth.

Numeric population change by county, 2010-2020

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2020 Censuses



Growth in Minnesota’s U.S. Congressional Districts
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Population Change by Congressional District, 2010-2020

Ideal population size
2020: 713,312
2010: 662,991

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 and 2020 Censuses



Difference from Ideal 
State Senate Districts



Population Change in Northeast Minnesota Communities 

INTERACTIVE MAPS CAN BE FOUND ONLINE HERE:
• Total population: 

https://www.socialexplorer.com/4ce3009
aea/view

• Population change: 
https://www.socialexplorer.com/972062fa
b0/view
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https://www.socialexplorer.com/4ce3009aea/view
https://www.socialexplorer.com/972062fab0/view


Minnesota residents belonging to BIPOC race groups are a 
growing share of the population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2020 Census

• White non-Hispanic population declined 
by 51,000 residents

• BIPOC populations grew by 454,000 
jointly, now making up 23.7% of the 
state’s population

White
76.3%

Am. Indian
1.0%

Asian
5.3%

Black
6.9%

Hispanic
6.1%

Other race
0.4%

Mulitriacial
4.1%



Northeastern* Minnesota Change in Racial Diversity 2010-2020

2010 2020 Change
Total 353,343 355,632 2,289 
White 329,698 317,880 (11,818)
Two or More Races 6,490 15,947 9,457 
American Indian 7,456 7,579 123 
Hispanic/Latino 3,914 5,756 1,842 
African American or Black 3,281 4,770 1,489 
Asian/Pacific Islander 2,358 2,646 288 
Other Race 146 1,054 908 

BIPOC 23,645 37,752 14,107 
BIPOC, percent 7% 11%
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*For the purposes of this table, Northeastern Minnesota includes Aitkin, Cook, Crow Wing, Itasca, Koochiching, 
Lake, and St. Louis Counties.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2010 and 2020



Aging and Labor Force Outlook

13



Northeastern Minnesota has higher-than-average shares of 
older adults

Population age 65 years and older, 
2019

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 
American Community Survey



Aging Timeline
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First Boomer turns 65
You are here

First Boomer 
turns 80

Last Boomer 
turns 65

Last Boomer 
turns 80

2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045



Little-to -no growth in working-age population in Minnesota 
over the next 15 years
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Without changes to migration in the coming years, Greater 
Minnesota regions will see declines in working-age population 
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There were 206,000 job openings in Minnesota in early 2021
& 124,000 people actively looking for work

Source: MN DEED, Job Vacancy Survey



Northeast Minnesota currently has about 13,000 job openings 
and 5,800 unemployed residents 
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*For the purposes of this graph, Northeastern Minnesota includes Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Itasca, Koochiching, 
Lake, and St. Louis Counties. Source: MN DEED, Job Vacancy Survey



Thank you

Email: susan.brower@state.mn.us
General questions can be directed to: demography.helpline@state.mn.us

Website: mn.gov/demography



Where to find more data

• Census data: https://data.census.gov/cedsci/

• DEED, Jobs Vacancy Survey: https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/job-vacancy/

• Population projections: https://mn.gov/demography/
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/job-vacancy/
https://mn.gov/demography/


Net Migration by Age in Three Northeastern Counties
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