Range Association of Municipalities and Schools
Annual Membership Meeting
Thursday, December 19, 2019
Mt. Iron Community Center

Present:	City of Aurora; City of Babbitt; City of Biwabik; City of Buhl; City of Chisholm; City of Coleraine; City of Cook; City of Ely; City of Gilbert; City of Grand Rapids; City of Hibbing; City of Hoyt Lakes; City of Mt. Iron; City of Nashwauk; City of Silver Bay; City of Virginia; Balkan Township; Cherry Township; Clinton Township; Great Scott Township; McDavitt Township; Morse Township; Nashwauk Township; White Township; ISD 2142-St Louis County; ISD 2154-Eveleth/Gilbert; ISD 2711-Mesabi East; ISD 318-Grand Rapids; ISD 319-Nashwauk/Keewatin; ISD 381-Lake Superior; ISD 696-Ely; ISD 701-Hibbing; ISD 706-Virginia; ISD 6079-Northland Learning Center

	President Pat Medure called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM.  

	Steve Giorgi, Director, RAMS, made the following announcements:
· Centerpieces were available to purchase from the East Range DAC, who provides employment to people with disabilities.
· A letter in support of the Twin Metals mine process has been placed on each table.  Anyone that agrees with the letter can sign it.
· Postcards are available on each table to support the Enbridge Line 3 project.  

Gary Skalko, Mayor of Mt. Iron, welcomed the guests and challenged everyone to embrace our similarities, rather than attack our differences, as we are living in a divided nation.  When united, we can do positive things and there is strength in numbers.

	Glenn Anderson, Elections Committee, announced the nominations for the following positions on the RAMS Board of Directors:
Eleven positions	Two year term (1/1/20-12/31/21)
			There were fourteen nominations for these positions.
One position 		Two year term from the Superintendents Association (1/1/20-12/31/21)
			There was one nomination for this position.
Members were given until 7:15 PM to vote and place their ballot in the Ballot Box.

Videos were viewed from Congressman Pete Stauber and Senator Tina Smith, who were both unable to attend the meeting.

Director Steve Giorgi introduced the RAMS Board Members and recognized honored guests that were in attendance.



Director Steve Giorgi provided highlights on the year 2019, as follows:
Reviewed the RAMS budget.
Two influential people were lost, with the passing of Tom Rukavina and Joe Begich.
Tax bill included increases in Local Government Aid and Municipal Taconite Aid, which had been capped since 1983.
IRRRB provided $2 million in infrastructure grants for broadband projects.  Cherry Township and City of Ely took advantage of the grants.  
Three communities (Virginia/Eveleth/Gilbert) came together after 100 years of intense rivalries and approved a $186 million referendum for a new school career academy.  Dr. Noel Schmidt was recognized as being instrumental in the project’s success.  
PolyMet has been issued all the permits, but still has a few hurdles to cross.
After ten years and $450 million, Twin Metals has submitted an operation plan.
Enbridge Line 3 project needs to get done.  Once the project starts, it will be completed within one year.
RAMS hosted meetings of the Iron Range Mayors every other month to share best practices and community growth.

Representative Dave Lislegard acknowledged Steve Giorgi’s success as the RAMS Executive Director in rebuilding the strength of RAMS over the past five years. 

	Representative Dave Lislegard introduced Governor Tim Walz.

	Governor Walz was gracious in his acknowledgement of all of those in attendance. He spoke highly of the members of the Range delegation and the amazing work that they do at the legislature.  Governor Walz expressed his satisfaction with the accomplishments that took place in the last session, in spite of the fact that Minnesota is one of the only states with a “divided” government.  LGA increases, that were long overdue, were approved, along with 2% and 2% of the base education formula, multiple projects on the Iron Range were funded and the philosophy of “One Minnesota” carries through to the Iron Range and works hand in hand with RAMS One Range – One Voice for One Minnesota.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Dean DeBeltz, Twin Metals, delivered a very short, but important, message from CEO Kelly Osborne, who was busy in DC and unable to attend.  The message is: “Twin Metals will only proceed with the proposed underground copper nickel mine if they meet or exceed all State and Federal environmental permit requirements”. 

Senator Tom Bakk spoke and expressed the importance of mining on the Iron Range.

Senator Dave Tomassoni thanked everyone for their support and acknowledged the importance of mining.  He stated our water is crystal clear, as the Iron Range knows how to mine.  

Senator Rob Ecklund thanked the RAMS Board for their efforts and stated his appreciation when they present issues.  
	Representative Julie Sandstede stated RAMS does a great job in carrying the needs to the legislature and acknowledged the work that still needs to be done with mental health.  She also stated it is time to move on from Essar with the 12/31/19 deadline.

Dale Christy, Elections Committee, provided the results of the election, as follows:
Eleven two year terms - (1/1/20-12/31/21):
· Milan Luzaich, Great Scott Township.
· David Zins, City of Hoyt Lakes
· Warren Stolp, Nashwauk Township
· Dave Worshek, City of Aurora
· Bob Berrini, Morse Township
· Alan Stanaway, City of Mt. Iron
· Barb Kalmi, ISD 319-Nashwauk/Keewatin
· Jennifer Hoffman/Saccoman, City of Hibbing
· Paul Kess, City of Ely
· Charlie Baribeau, City of Virginia
· John Champa, City of Chisholm

One two-year term from the Superintendents Association (1/1/20-12/31/21)
	Rich Aldrich, ISD 701-Hibbing School District 

Executive Director Steve Giorgi recognized and thanked the following outgoing RAMS Board Members:
· Ray Marsnik, ISD 696-Ely
· David Pace, ISD 316-Greenway
· Jim Varda, City of Chisholm

Executive Director Steve Giorgi acknowledged Gary Cerkvenik’s efforts as the RAMS Lobbyist and stated he has been a miracle worker for 30 years on both sides of the aisle.

President Pat Medure stated he is humbled to serve on the RAMS Board and adjourned the meeting at 8:25 PM.
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