


Range Association of Municipalities and Schools
Annual Membership Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wednesday, January 10, 2018 – 6:00 PM
Mt. Iron Community Center

Present:	City of Aurora; City of Babbitt; City of Biwabik; City of Buhl; City of Ely; City of Grand Rapids; City of Hibbing; City of Hoyt Lakes; City of Mt. Iron; City of Nashwauk; City of Tower; City of Virginia; Cherry Township; Clinton Township; Great Scott Township; McDavitt Township; Morse Township; White Township; ISD 2142-St Louis County; ISD 2154-Eveleth/Gilbert; ISD 2711-Mesabi East; ISD 318-Grand Rapids; ISD 319-Nashwauk/Keewatin; ISD 695-Chisholm; ISD 696-Ely; ISD 701-Hibbing; ISD 706-Virginia

	Vice President Charlie Baribeau called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  A moment of silence was held in remembrance of Tom Rukavina, who passed away on January 7, 2019.

	Reggie Engebritson, Superintendent of St. Louis County and Mt. Iron/Buhl School Districts, welcomed the guests and challenged everyone to be in the moment, as tomorrow is not guaranteed, and know your purpose is life.  

	Alan Stanaway and Barb Kalmi, Elections Committee, read the nominations for the following positions on the RAMS Board of Directors:
Three positions	One year term (1/1/19-12/31/19)  
			There were three nominations for these positions.
Eleven positions	Two year term (1/1/19-12/31/20)
			There were twelve nominations for these positions.
One position 		Two year term from the Superintendents Association (1/1/19-12/31/20)
			There was one nomination for this position.
Alan Stanaway called three times for further nominations.  There were no additional nominations.
Moved and supported to close the nominations.  Motion carried.
Members were given until 7:15 PM to vote and place their ballot in the Ballot Box.

Executive Director Steve Giorgi stated the centerpieces were from the East Range Development Activity Center in Eveleth and were available for purchase.

Videos were viewed from Senator Amy Klobuchar and Senator Tina Smith, who were both unable to attend the meeting.

Director Steve Giorgi introduced the RAMS Board Members and recognized honored guests that were in attendance.

Dr. Noel Schmidt, Superintendent, Virginia School District, gave a presentation on “How We Deliver a 21st Century Education” and asked the guests to consider changing the world for their children and grandchildren by being bold and brave and taking it one step at a time.

Alan Stanaway, Elections Committee, provided the results of the election, as follows:
Three one year terms ending 12/31/19:
	Jennifer Hoffman-Saccoman, City of Hibbing
	Warren Stolp, Nashwauk Township
	Dave Worshek, City of Aurora
Eleven two year terms - (1/1/19-12/31/20)
	Glenn Anderson, City of Babbitt
	Dale Christy, City of Grand Rapids
	Jim Fisher. McDavitt Township
	Stuart Lehman, City of Buhl
	Kim McLaughlin, Hibbing School District
	Pat Medure, Grand Rapids School District
	Carlene Perfetto, City of Silver Bay 
	Ronald Pittman, Cherry Township
	Calvin Saari, City of Nashwauk
	Stacey Sundquist, Virginia School District
	Cyndi Worshek, Mesabi East School District
One two-year term from the Superintendents Association (1/1/19-12/31/20)
	Gregg Allen, Mesabi East School District (Superintendents Association)

Gary Cerkvenik, Lobbyist for RAMS, reviewed the list of legislative priorities for 2019.
1) Support funding for the Border to Border Broadband Grant Program.
2) Preserve, protect and possible enhance the LGA formula to the 1993 level.
3) Support funding for the development of a mental health crisis center at the former Martin Hughes School in Buhl.
4) Adjust the Taconite Municipal Aide formula by utilizing the escalator clause to provide for the first increase since 1983.
5) Support the legislation and appropriation to enable the DNR to complete the necessary pump replacement and routing of discharges to mitigate the threat of rising pit water levels in the Canisteo and St. James Mine Pits. 
6) Support the completion of the Highway 169 corridor between Swan Lake and Bovey that would provide for four lanes of traffic Completion of 4 lane highway.  Need in DOT plan.  
7) Support annual increase in funding for the educational formula and support Senator Bakk’s legislation that would provide funding for the Iron Range school collaboration focusing on summer school and vocational curriculum.  Senator Tomassoni will support a bill that includes funding for school districts that have buildings that are more than 60 years old.  Gary Cerkvenik will draft language for this priority to avoid debates in the interpretation.
8) Support legislation to have the DNR to continue to operate the Hill Annex Mine State Park and include funding for the State Park in the budget.
9) Support efforts for a Presidential Primary System for Minnesota by expanding the lists of reimbursable items to ensure cities are reimbursed for primary expenses and restricting the dissemination of party declaration information to political parties only.
10) Support Senator Lourey’s bill for the NESC fiber project that would create a loop from Pine County to Cambridge that would open up immense opportunities for broadband in northeastern Minnesota.  

State Representative Rob Ecklund was present and stated the first week of the legislative session was an interesting one.  Representative Ecklund stated he has made the Border to Border Broadband Program a priority.

Executive Director Steve Giorgi recognized and thanked the following outgoing RAMS Board Members:
Ione Tomasetti, Chisholm School District
Dave Lislegard, City of Aurora
Mark Skelton, City of Hoyt Lakes
Pat Garrity, City of Hibbing

Senator Dave Tomassoni was present and thanked the RAMS members and corporate members for all their work and stated we are all in this together.  Senator Tomassoni also gave a beautiful tribute to his best friend, Tom Rukavina.  

Vice President Charlie Baribeau thanked Steve Giorgi, RAMS Executive Director, for his hard work and dedication to the RAMS organization.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M.
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