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RESOLUTION 008-017 SUPPORTING THE US FOREST SERVICE’S APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE COMPONENT OF THE HYBRID-PURCHASE EXCHANGE MODEL FOR SCHOOL TRUST LANDS LOCATED IN THE BOUNDARY WATERS CANOE AREA WILERNESS

WHEREAS, approximately83,000 acres of School Trust lands located in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness (BWCAW) are not generating revenue for Minnesota public schools from activities such as timber harvest, mineral leasing, user fees or land sales; and

WHEREAS, St. Louis, Lake and Cook Counties have lost tens of millions of dollars (in lieu of property tax revenue) for the past 53 years that this issue has gone unresolved; and

WHEREAS, a Hybrid model has been adopted that includes a combination of land sale and exchange to transfer School Trust lands located in the BWCAW to the United States Forest Service (USPS); and

WHEREAS, The Conservation Fund is a non-profit organization that finds solutions to land and water conservation issues benefiting both the environment and the economy; and

WHEREAS, Plan B is a three-step proposal to accomplish the purchase component of the Hybrid model, whereby The Conservation Fund will purchase private forest lands in St. Louis County and exchange these parcels for School Trust lands located in the BWCAW.  The USFS will then buy the former School Trust lands from The Conservation Fund with funding from the Land and Water Conservation Fund; and

WHEREAS, the economic and environmental benefits of Plan B include consolidation of federal lands within the BWCAW and School Trust lands outside of the BWCAW.  The plan will ensure that thousands of acres of private forest land in northern Minnesota will be transferred to the School Trust.  The School Trust will then be able to generate revenue for Minnesota public schools from activities, such as timber harvest, mineral leasing, user fees or land sales.  Plan B is an additional alternative that provides for this diversified source of revenue for Minnesota schools allowing for a sustained yield and stable employment for the forest products industry, and provides thousands of acres of land for public recreation; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Range Association of Municipalities and Schools supports the United States Forest Service’s application for federal funds for the purchase component of the Hybrid Purchase-Exchange Model, and supports the pursuit of Plan B, conditioned on the exchange of the 30,000 acres of School Trust lands located in the BWCAW as identified in the USFS Draft EIS as “Alternative 2” being completed first..

On Behalf of RAMS Board of Directors:


Paul Kess/President RAMS				Dated:  September 28, 2017
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